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5 Rethinking Thanksgiving 

Getting to know the Wampanoag 
1. 100 to 2,000 / a thousand average
2. a huge plague
3. 50 to 90 percent
4. empty (abandoned) villages / bleached bones
5. two years before plague
6. they had a mission / it was God’s providence

Changing the perspective 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

J F D A I G B 

not used: E, H 

Debunking the myths of Thanksgiving 
1 The Myth of Harmony 
2 The Thanksgiving Name 
3 The Turkey Tale 

Looking beneath the surface 
1 community 8 interactions 

2 incomplete 9 aggressors 

3 truth 10 provisions 

4 mourning 11 survival 

5 stealing 12 deadly 

6 evidence 13 enslave 

7 historians 14 settlers 

Time for revising the new words 
1 Pilgrims 
2 plague 
3 oppression 
4 emissary 
5 Wampanoag 

6 Squanto 
7 indigenous 
8 stereotype 
9 harvest 
10 venison 

11 territory 
12 re(-)enactment 
13 truce 
14 gourd 
15 genocide 

Teacher’s note: Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the holiday season in the US. 
Celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November, it kicks off a festive period that 
includes Black Friday, Christmas, and New Year’s Eve and Day. Together, these 
events make up a time filled with family gatherings, celebrations, and travel. You are 
warmly invited to refer to Christmas dilemmas  for the end of the semester. 
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